   Minutes Roselawn Community Council General Meeting--  April 10, 2008

     The RCC general meeting was preceded by an hour Block Watch presentation conducted by Officer Barry, Mr. Charles Houston and Officer Jana Cruise.  There was a slide program consisting of safety conditions, significant signs and observations of suspicious activities of which one should be aware in order to protect those in the neighborhood.  The importance of knowing your neighbors was stressed.  Each street can have a block watch group which meets periodically to discuss existing or potential problems.  If over 50% inhabitants participate, appropriate signs can be posted as warnings to prospective problem causers.  Non emergency situations cay be reported by calling 765-1212.  Emergency cases can be reported at 911.
     Walnut Hills will be conducting a Cease Fire Cincinnati campaign on April 12th to assist in ridding the area of the illegal use of hand guns.

     After a half hour social period the general meeting was called to order at 7:34 pm by President Barbara Kley. A new visitor was Monique Johnson, a kindergarten teacher representing the Cincinnati Leadership Academy. This is a charter school operating out of the existing Our Mother of Sorrows building. In the next school year grades K thru 5 anticipate an enrollment of about 50 students.
     Officer Christine Barry, returning from a sojourn in Mexico, distributed the March crime statistics. There was a homicide which occurred on Sparkle Drive and a person is in custody. A drug sale situation exists at Summit Road and Greenland Place near the HIV recovery house.  Gunshots have been heard emanating from that vicinity.  Shootings continue on the Newbedford Avenue,  Crest Hill Avenue and Stillwell Road locations.  Two persons were injured, although not seriously.  The Block Watch presentation was discussed.  (See the initial paragraph.)  The Violent Crime Squad has been making daily visits to various apartment houses and is assisting in evicting drug sellers.  Officers recently assigned to district IV include Lynn Colonel and officer Nieman. New afternoon beat 5 officers include Utley and McDonoughy “McMuffin.”   Hartwell residents reported persons knocking on their doors asking for gasoline money.  Juveniles have been burglarizing houses on Castleton.  Officer Arnold, the resource policeman assigned to Woodward High School, assisted in resolving the situation.  To report broken windows, exposed wires, litter, truancy and unfamiliar automobiles call 765-1212.
     Nancy Sunnenberg proposed applying for a Merit Grant to improve the appearance of the southern end of Eastlawn Drive as it enters Roselawn Park.  She initially desires to have paving blocks professionally installed to create an attractive seating area. The motion to approve her proposal was approved 17 - 1, the nay vote was from Mr. Steve Kirschner.
Also mentioned was the later establishment of a natural habitat area in the park. She would also like to have a walking route through the area streets (Eastlawn Dr., Larchwood Pl., Greenbriar Pl., Glendon Pl. and Brookcrest Ave.) extending from the Park to the Rite Aide property at Reading and Section Roads. The length is an estimated 11/2 miles.
     Regina Livers announced the next Business Meeting at the Mid City Building, Room 107, on April 28th at 8:30 am.  Mr. Vito Folchi was unhappy with the time of the meeting, felt it to be inconvenient and suggested late afternoon as an alternative.
The Business Directory is being planned and thirteen business supporters are currently involved.

     Monica Plear stated the Law and Safety Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 14, 2008 at 7 pm. in the Roselawn Lutheran Church.  Paul Probst distributed and very briefly discussed the results of a Law and Safety survey. Although some problems exist, responders felt the area to be a safe place in which to shop.  The Wynnewood Lane car parking problem noted by the firemen, is still being addressed.
     Robert Ingberg described the planting of  Pansies and Buckthorn bushes in the  existing planters at Section and Reading Roads. New cement planters have been placed at Kenova and Reading,  Section and Reading parking lot, U S Bank Building, Summit and Reading street triangle, Mid City Building on Summit and the Sycamore Hotel  and Jones & Jones Insurance locations, both on the west side of Reading Road.

     The Great American Clean Up will be on April 26th.  Meeting is to be at the rear of the Franklin Savings Building at 9:30 am.  Look for the balloons. The morning work will last until 11:30am or 12 pm. and food will be available afterwards.
      Except for a name change the minutes of the March meeting were unanimously approved. Mr. Kirschner abstained since he did not attend. 

     Announcement of coming elections was made and request for volunteers was sought.

Those persons stepping down include Melvina Murdock, Charles Breidenbach and Paul Probst.  Replacements include Roy Jones, Ola Vanner and Charles Vanner. All the other current officers will continue in their current positions.

     Preceding our next meeting on May 8th  will be an open house at Roselawn Lutheran Church in honor of the Dental and Eye Clinics.
     An Arts and Craft celebration at Carthage Fair Grounds is on May 3rd. 
     Roy Jones announced that a Block Party on June 14th will be held at Rosecliff and Parkdale Avenues.

     Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.  Next session is on May 8th at 7:00 pm.

